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days. Although he did not deliberately gather riches, riches

came.

A Tramp Abroad (1880), written about a walking trip
which Mark Twain made in 1878 through the Black Forest
and to the Alps with his friend the Rev, Joseph II. Twitchell,
continued his now expected devices in humorous autobiog-
raphy, without any important innovations. Certain episodes
and certain descriptive passages emerge from the general level,
but even they only emphasize the debt his imagination owed
to memory. Writing too close to his facts he could never be at
his richest. In 1882 he published his first historical novel, The
Prince and the Pauper, avowedly for children and yet packed
with adult satire in its account of how by a change of clothes
Prince Edward, later Edward VI of England, and Tom Canty,
a London beggar boy, undergo also a change of station and for
an instructive period each taste the other's fare. By some such
dramatic contrast Mark Twain, the radical American, pre-
ferred always to express his opinion of monarchical societies;
like the older republican patriots, he set hatred for kings as
a first article in his political creed. Of this important side of
his nature the most characteristic utterances arc to be found
in A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court (1889),
which deserves also to be considered one of the most thor-
oughly typical books yet produced by the American democ-
racy. It is typical in method and typical in conclusion. With
the brash irresponsibility of frontier vaudeville it catches up
a hard, dry, obstreperous Yankee, hurries him back through
thirteen centuries, and dumps him, with all his wits about
him, into Camelot. Speaking in terms of literary history, the
Yankee is an anti-romance; it indicates a reaction from the
sentimentalism about the Middle Ages which had recently
been feeding on Tennyson's Idylls of the King, William
Morris's Earthly Paradise, the Pre-Raphaelites, and Pater, and
now was languishing in the sunflower cult of Oscar Wilde.
Gilbert and Sullivan had already satirized this cult in Patience,